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sand francs; "Le Cabinet des Antiques" five thousand francs, etc., etc.; '"Massimilla Doni" a thousand francs. I  have sold for twenty thousand francs the right to sell  thirty-six thousand  18mo volumes, selected from my works.    "La Physiologie du Mariage" in ISmo has been  sold  for five thousand francs.    In short, it is a sudden, unhoped-for harvest, and it comes in the nick of time.    I hope, between now and five months hence, to have paid off one hundred thousand francs of my debt. But I have eight volumes to finish.    They have bought prefaces of afeuille in length for five hundred francs. All this will give you pleasure, will it not?   Nothing will as yet give me any ease; for this money goes only to  clear  off the old  debt; but at least I can breathe. Another thing that will give you pleasure and rejoice your Catholic soul is that my affairs took on this smiling aspect from the day when my mother hung about my neck a medal blessed by a saint, which I have religiously worn  with another   amulet   [probably her miniature], which I believe to be more efficacious.    The two talismans get on very well together, and have not displeased each other.    I am not willing to disappoint my mother, but this miracle does not convert me, because I am ignorant which of the two charms is the most powerful.
I have been very miserable of late; my publishers arc piling up their ducats, while I have not had a brass farthing, and this war of diplomatic conferences costa me much. I have now returned to my shell, at Sevres, where nothing is yet finished or habitable. I have the removal of my furniture to do and many other expenses besides.
The moral is less satisfactory than the material condition. I am growing older, I feel the need of a companion, and every day I regret the adored being who sleeps in a village cemetery near Fontaiuebleau. My sister, who loves me much, can never receive me in her